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Five provost finalists visiting Huntington campus this week
MARCH 30, 2022

week to meet with the university community.

Following a national
search and initial off-site
interviews, the Marshall
University Provost
Search Committee has
identified five finalists
who are visiting the
Huntington campus this

The campus visit dates and finalists (pictured from left) are as follows:
Monday, March 28
Dr. Phillip Bridgmon, Provost and Vice President for Academic
Affairs, University of Central Missouri
Tuesday, March 29
Dr. Avinandan Mukherjee, Interim Provost and Vice President for
Academic Affairs, Marshall University
Wednesday, March 30 Dr. John Griffin, Senior Associate Provost, Clemson University
Thursday, March 31
Dr. Ni “Phil” He, Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice and
Vice Provost of Faculty Diversity, Northeastern University
Friday, April 1
Dr. Jacqueline Edmonson, Chancellor and Chief Academic Officer,
Penn State Greater Allegheny
Short biographical sketches, the daily schedule of open meetings and links to submit online
feedback about each finalist will be available at www.marshall.edu/provost-search.

The candidate meetings are being broadcast online at www.marshall.edu/livestream for the
convenience of those unable to attend in person. Video streams will be available on the search
website until Sunday evening, April 3.
All feedback received will be shared with President Smith, who will make the final selection. It
is expected the new provost will be named in the coming weeks and will join Marshall for the
start of the 2022-23 academic year.
For more information about the search or to submit comments and suggestions, visit the search
website.

English Language Institute to host open house today
MARCH 30, 2022
At Marshall University,
international students are
attending classes, reading,
writing and giving
presentations in English,
which is often their second
language. They have a little
extra help in their corner from
the English Language Institute
at Marshall.
The institute, which is located
on Marshall’s Huntington campus, is open to any student in need of additional help with English
proficiency, both in person and online, regardless of whether they are enrolled in the ELI
program.
The institute originated from a former Marshall partnership with INTO from 2013-2020 and is
still in East Hall.
Kae Bradley, director of the English Language Institute, notes that while INTO took care of a lot
of services for students in house, the ELI is helping students do things for themselves, which in
turn, helps them feel more integrated into the surrounding campus.
“Now, it’s the perception that even more students belong here and are welcome in our
community,” said Bradley. “We’re looking forward to having more international students and we
always welcome them.”
The institute’s Learning Resource Center assists with both written and verbal assignments.
Students interested in making an appointment can do so by visiting www.marshall.edu/eli.
Bradley says the institute is hosting an open house to make sure others know they are there to
help and to meet anyone interested in learning more about the program. Faculty will also be on
hand to discuss how they prepare students for their study path.
“I think we have done a good job in our long history here,” said Bradley. “We have adopted
different names over the years, but our work is building on the work we have done for a long
time.”
The open house will be held on Wednesday, March 30, from noon to 2 p.m. in East Hall, room
125. Light refreshments will be provided. Media are invited and encouraged to attend.

School of Music to host faculty recital featuring piano,
trombone
MARCH 30, 2022
The School of Music will present a
faculty recital at 3 p.m. Sunday, April
3, in Smith Recital Hall, featuring
trombonist Dr. Michael Stroeher and
pianist Dr. Henning Vauth. The
concert is free and open to all. It will
include pieces from Scandinavia for
piano and trombone.
“For almost a hundred years
Scandinavian composers, most of
whom aren’t well known here have
produced some excellent music for the trombone,” Stroeher said. “One of the pieces, the Sonata
by Gunnar de Frumerie is on a level with compositions by Rachmaninoff or Mahler.”
Stroeher is a professor of low brass (trombone and euphonium) and serves as the principal
trombone of the Huntington Symphony, having performed with symphonies throughout the
United States. His students have placed or won the National Trombone Competition, the Ohio
Valley Low Brass Competition and the Southeastern Regional Tuba-Euphonium Competition.,
They have gone on to successful careers in professional music and music education.
Vauth is a professor of piano and serves as co-director of Marshall’s Center for Wellness in the
Arts. He is Eastern Division certification commissioner for the Music Teachers National
Association, immediate past president of the West Virginia Music Teachers Association
(WVMTA), a member of Pi Kappa Lambda, and was named WVMTA Teacher of the Year
2017. He has performed and participated in piano competitions around the world and has
authored articles on musicians’ health and wellness.
The recital is sponsored by the School of Music in the College of Arts and Media.

Message from Herd Volleyball Head Coach Ari Aganus
MARCH 30, 2022
I am excited to announce that Herd Volleyball will be
hosting multiple volleyball camps this summer and
we would be honored to have your child and/or
children join our Herd athletes and coaches on the
Huntington campus. We will be hosting a little herd
camp, a hitters/setters camp, a passing/serving camp,
an all skills camp, an elite camp and a team camp at
the Cam Henderson Center this coming June and July.
These camps are designed to prepare everyone for the
upcoming season, teach volleyball fundamentals,
competition, and elite skills, while most importantly reminding them to have fun!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Little Herd (Ages 8-12): June 6-10th
Hitters/Setters (Ages 13-18): July 5th
Serving/Passing (Ages 13-18): July 6th
All Skills (Ages 9-18): July 7-8th
Elite Camp (Ages 13-18): July 9 -10th
Team Camp (Freshman/JV and Varsity Teams): July 15 -16th

For more details and registration click on the following
link: https://epay.marshall.edu/secure/cgi/wvolleyballcampssto.cgi
If you have any questions, please feel free to send me an e-mail.
I am looking forward to seeing everyone this summer! Go Herd!

‘Summer: The Donna Summer Musical’ comes to the KeithAlbee Performing Arts Center April 7
MARCH 30, 2022
Marshall Health will present a
Broadway musical celebrating a
true icon, “Summer: The Donna
Summer Musical” when it comes to
the stage of the Keith Albee
Performing Arts Center Thursday,
April 7, at 7:30 p.m. Led by charttopping songs that ruled the radio
and rocked the dance floor,
“Summer” uses music, movement
and theatrical magic to show the
meteoric rise of the great Donna
Summer – how she revolutionized music and redefined being a woman.
She was a girl from Boston with a voice from heaven, who shot through the stars from gospel
choir to dance floor diva. But what the world didn’t know was how Donna Summer risked it all

to break through barriers, becoming the icon of an era and the inspiration for every music diva
who followed. From Rihanna to Beyoncé, they all began with Donna With a score featuring
more than 20 of Summer’s classic hits including “Love to Love You Baby,” “Bad Girls” and
“Hot Stuff,” this electric experience is a moving tribute to the voice of a generation.
This vibrant, world-premiere musical charts the incomparable life of Donna Summer, the
undisputed Queen of Disco, from her modest Boston childhood to international stardom. Told
through the dramatic lens of her final concert, “Summer: The Donna Summer Musical” presents
the complexities and conflicts the iconic songwriter and singer faced in her meteoric rise and
descent.
“THE NEW MUST-SEE BROADWAY MUSICAL OF THE MOMENT. DON’T MISS IT! A
Vibrant and Sparkling homage to the queen of disco. It’s the perfect place to dance to your
favorite disco hits by the diva!” – Vogue
Tickets prices are $98.42 / $81.97 / $71.00 / $64.42. To order tickets, call 304-696-6656 or order
online at ticketmaster.com. You may also purchase tickets at the Marshall Artists Series’ box
office located in the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center on Marshall’s Huntington campus.
The box office hours are Monday – Friday from noon to 4 p.m. The Marshall Artists Series
accepts all major credit cards.
“Summer: The Donna Summer Musical” is sponsored by Huntington Federal, Neighborgall
Construction, Boggs Roofing, Air Systems Inc., Dr. Mark Studeny and Dr. Melissa Lester, as
well as Cabell CVB. Other sponsors include Kevin and Rebecca Craig, iHeart Radio, WSAZ,
and the Herald Dispatch.

Japanese Outreach Program featuring origami cranes at
Huntington Museum of Art in the name of peace
MARCH 30, 2022
A project titled “Thousands of Origami Cranes” is on display at the Huntington Museum of
Art, running through Sunday, June 26.
The story says Sadako Sasaki was only two years old on Aug. 6, 1945, when the first atomic
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. Sasaki began to show symptoms of leukemia, was admitted to
the hospital shortly afterward and passed away at the age of 12. Folklore says that a crane can
live for a thousand years and a person who folds an origami crane will have their wish granted.
Every day, until her very last day, Sasaki folded cranes, 1,300 to be exact. Now the cranes
symbolize the peace that she wished for.
“A lot of uncertainties are going on in the world,” Akiko Praylow, Japanese outreach coordinator
at Marshall University, said. “I thought about what I as a Japanese can do. The things we can do

to the world might be small, but what is important is to take an action. This project is open for
everyone in the community. You do not need to know how to fold an origami crane. We can
always learn together.”
The Japanese Outreach program at Marshall, housed in the Marshall University Research
Corporation, will display origami cranes at the museum throughout the spring. Praylow started
folding the cranes with the hope of illustrating peace. She and Marshall students made many of
the cranes at Marshall’s International Festival last year and others were made by the community
at the Clay Center in Charleston during an origami workshop in February.
The number of cranes continued to grow when Japanese families from the West Virginia
International School got involved. The number reached into the thousands, thus the name of the
project, “Thousands of Origami Cranes.” The cranes will be part of the exhibit, “E. Rhodes and
Leona B. Carpenter Foundation Presents East to West: Japanese Prints from the Burkart
Collection.”
For more information on Museum of Art hours when the exhibition can be viewed,
visit hmoa.org. For more information about the Japanese Outreach Program or the virtual
classrooms, Praylow can be reached at akiko.praylow@marshall.edu.

OVP Health gifts $100,000 in support of Brad D. Smith
Center for Business and Innovation
MARCH 30, 2022
The Marshall University Foundation Inc. has
announced that OVP Health has pledged a gift of
$100,000 in support of the new Brad D. Smith
Center for Business and Innovation facility at
Marshall.
The facility is slated to be built in the 1400 block of
Fourth Avenue and is scheduled to open in January
of 2024.
OVP Health, a Huntington, West Virginia, based
company with an extensive range of primary care
and addiction treatment facilities in West Virginia,
Kentucky, Ohio, South Carolina and Virginia, is led by president and co-founder Robert A. Hess,

M.D., FAAFP. Hess said the company is excited to partner with Marshall University in support
of the state-of-the-art facility that will bring new economic development and world-class
students to the region.
“More than ever before, the economic health, viability and future of Huntington, West Virginia,
are tied to Marshall University and its ability to prepare students to meet the growing demands of
an ever-changing world,” said Hess.
Hess, an accomplished health care professional, earned his undergraduate degree in chemistry
from Marshall University in 1980. After graduating from the Marshall University School of
Medicine in 1984, he found success with Huntington Internal Medicine Group (HIMG),
eventually becoming president of the large physician practice.
In 1999, Hess partnered with the late Stephen C. Shy, D.O., to establish Ohio Valley Physicians,
now known as OVP Health. For the past 23 years, he has been instrumental in leading the
tremendous growth and success of the company, which now employs nearly 500 people.
Outside of his primary responsibilities as president and corporate medical director of OVP
Health, Hess has dedicated himself to supporting Marshall University, including the
establishment of a diversity internship program with its Lewis College of Business to provide
opportunities for master’s degree students of color working in health care administration.
“As a growing, Huntington-based company with operations in five states, OVP Health is
delighted to support the Brad D. Smith Center for Business and Innovation,” Hess said. “It will
not only provide students with the state-of-the-art learning environment needed to acquire that
preparation but will also help to build a pipeline that will supply local, regional and national
companies with a reliable stream of world-class employees and business leaders. And for the city
and community of Huntington, that can only help to ensure a brighter, stronger and healthier
future.”
The Brad D. Smith Center for Business and Innovation will serve as a hub for the economic
development of the region, as well as provide Marshall University students with cutting-edge
instructional facilities. The facility also features a unique design that provides flexibility for a
changing academic environment and classrooms that encourage active learning of various types.
Marshall University officials say they hope to attract new students eager to take advantage of one
of the most innovative business schools in the country to the region.
To learn more about OVP Health, visit www.ovphealth.com. For more information about the
Brad D. Smith Center for Business and Innovation and the Brad D. Smith Schools of Business,
visit www.marshall.edu/cob.
——Photo: Pictured with the ceremonial check are, from left) Dr. Ron Area, CEO, Marshall
University Foundation Inc.; Dr. Avinandan Mukherjee, interim provost and senior vice president

for Academic Affairs at Marshall University; Robert A. Hess, M.D., FAAFP, president and cofounder, OVP Health; Stephen C. Shy II, D.O., vice president and medical director of ER
Services at OVP Health; Lance West, vice president for development at the Marshall University
Foundation Inc.

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since March 15, 2022
Students: 1
Faculty: 1
Staff*: 2
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Pleasant
Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.
The most recent information is always available at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed April 6, 2022. Please send items for
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, April 4, 2022.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/March-30-2022.
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